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Through the tall window at the end could be seen the trees
of Hyde Park. Round the room were sofas, ottomans,
tables of enamel covered with bibelots, and in a yellow satin
fauteuil, Lady Blessington, dressed in a gown of blue satin,
cut extremely low. Disraeli admired her beautiful shoulders,
the full and firm curves of the bosom; he liked the hair
drawn tightly back from a centre parting, the turquoise
clasp on die brow. With her first words he was conquered.
When he came to know better the charming couple that
she and D'Orsay made, with their reciprocal attentions and
the almost childlike gaiety they seemed both to extract
from the little pleasantries which formed, as it were, the
household tradition, he forgot for ever Lady Harriet, the
old nobleman, and the rest of the dark story, and found
wholehearted enjoyment in the friendship of two delightful
creatures. On her side, Lady Blessington found him Ml of
genius, eloquence and ingenuousness, in fact very like his
Vivian Grey. As she was not received by any woman, she
entertained every evening, and Disraeli acquired the habit
of coming almost daily. Often he was silent, simply enjoy-
ing the pleasure of being in this drawing-room he was so fond
of, standing at the window and gazing out over the gravel
paths of Hyde Park. The last rays of the sun gleamed on the
gilded flowers of his waistcoat. He held a white cane in his
hand. His pockets were laden with gold chains. When a
topic interested him, he would move over to the talkers and
grow animated, and then the ease of his speech and the force
of his sarcasm were astonishing. When he talked he was like
a racehorse a few lengths from the winning-post. Every
muscle was called into play, and into every sentence he
infused an extraordinary energy of expression. He possessed
the art of bringing into apposition words so far apart that
their proximity gave them a fierce and disturbing power.
It was a pleasure to listen to him, but a slightly tense